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Rebuking 

Satan's Power 

Luke 8:26-39 

 
A very unusual visitor came into our church one Sunday 

morning. As I walked across the foyer to greet the man, 

a chill ran down my back. I introduced myself and tried 

to carry on a conversation with him but my mind and 

my spirit were repelled by his very presence. Evil 

seemed to radiate from him. 

 

As I walked into the auditorium to begin the worship 

service, I found myself deeply disturbed by this man's 

presence in our church. I had never experienced 

anything like it. I had welcomed skeptics, atheists, 

Muslims, Buddhists and plenty of plain old pagans into 

our services, and I had rejoiced to see them come. But 

this man was different. 

 

I sat down on a front pew and simply asked God to 

hinder any evil presence from disrupting our worship. I 

also prayed that the presentation of the gospel would 

penetrate this man’s heart. The oppression I felt was 

lifted, and we worshiped the Lord without interruption. 

 

I watched the man as I preached, not out of fear but to 

see his response to God's truth. He looked with disdain 

at all that went on around him and walked out as the 

final prayer was spoken. I am convinced that he was 

under the control of a powerful demon. 
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GROUP DISCUSSION. Have you ever been in a 

situation in which you sensed an evil presence or 

power? If so, what were the circumstances 

and how did you respond? 

 

PERSONAL REFLECTION. If you could be free of 

just one thing, what would it be? 

 

Jesus was confronted one day by a man screaming in 

agony. Behind his screams, however, Jesus sensed 

another presence-the presence of an evil spirit.  

Read Luke 8:26-39. 

 

1. As you look through the passage again, describe how 

you would have felt standing at Jesus' side during this 

encounter. 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

2.  What had this man’s life been like before he met 

Jesus (vv. 27-29)? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

3.  How did Jesus treat the man differently from the way 

the people of the area had treated him? 

 ________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

4. How do you think most people today would diagnose 

this man's problem. 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
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5.  Was Jesus' reference to an "evil spirit" in the man  

(v: 29) simply an accommodation to popular belief or 

was there really an evil power controlling the man? 

What evidence in the passage itself supports your 

position? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

6.  Do you think evil spirits or demons are active in our 

world today? Why or why not? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

7.  What were the people of the region afraid of when 

they asked Jesus to leave (v. 37)? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

8. Jesus responded positively to every request to the 

demons' plea, to the people's request for him to leave. 

The only person Jesus turned down was the liberated 

man who wanted to come with him. Why did Jesus say 

no to him and what resulted instead? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

9.  Do you think Christians today have the same 

authority over demons that Jesus exercised in Luke 8? 

Explain your answer. 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
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10. What principles should guide us as we identify and 

confront demonic power? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

11.  Do you feel more secure or more threatened in your 

spiritual life as you come to the end of this study? Why? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

Thank God for his protection from evil powers. Ask 

him to help you grow stronger in your faith in him as a 

shield against Satan attacks. 

 

Now or Later 

Read Ephesians 6:10-18. What spiritual resources are 

available to us in our struggle against Satan's evil 

power? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

Which of these resources need to be strengthened in 

your own life? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 


