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Discovering God’s Will
Moses
Exodus 32:1-14


Sometimes we may wonder if prayer changes anything.  
We may ask, “If God has his plans and will work out his purposes, do we really need to pray?”

GROUP DISCUSSION.  What different kinds of things
can we pray for people who do not know Christ?
[bookmark: _Hlk80697470][bookmark: _Hlk82027044]________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk95323620]________________________________________
________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk87360678]PERSONAL REFLECTION.When you talk to God 
about friends or family, what do you normally say to him 
about them?
[bookmark: _Hlk95323681]________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

In this passage we see Modes praying for people who deserve God’s judgement-a type of prayer known as intercession.  Both Abraham and Moses are intercessors-people who pray in this way.  Moses’ intercessory prayer has a different (although equally significant) outcome than Abraham’s prayer.  Moses’ prayer changed what happened to Israel.  This study helps us 
to understand how important prayer is in God’s plans for other people.  Read Exodus 32:1-14.

[bookmark: _Hlk82026660][bookmark: _Hlk94716951]
14							Prayer

1. Describe the events leading up to the creation of the golden calf.
___________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk95323703]___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Why do you think Israel made a golden calf to worship?
[bookmark: _Hlk80697519][bookmark: _Hlk82026310]___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

2.Describe God’s response to the Israelites’ worship of the golden calf (vv. 7-10, 12).
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

3.  It is clear from a passage like this that God is angry about sin and rightly will judge people who reject him.  How should knowing this affect the way you pray for people?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

4.What does the passage show us both about Moses’ character and what was most important to him as an intercessor?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

5.If you were Moses, given the actions of the Israelites as described in verses 1-6, how would you have responded to God’s offer in verse 10 to make you a “great nation”?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
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6.  Verse 11 shows Moses’ reaction to God’s command to “stand aside” in verse 10.  What internal conflicts or divided loyalties might Moses have felt as he spoke to God?
___________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk95323816]___________________________________________
___________________________________________

7.What personal risk(s) does Moses’ prayer involve?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

8.Moses asks God not to destroy the children of Israel (vv. 11-13), reminding God of his promises in Scripture. Why do you think he reminded God about what God had done in the past?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

9.What caused God to choose an alternative course of action (v.14) to that which he originally proposed to do in verse 10?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk95322956]10.  Summarize what the passage teaches about the importance of prayer and its potential to change situations.
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
	
11.  One of the great thins we learn about God in this passage is his willingness to show mercy.  Who do you need to ask God to show his mercy to?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Some people you know need to learn of and experience God’s mercy.  Ask Jesus to show you who they are and spend some time praying for them.

Now or Later
Make a list of people for whom you do (or can begin to) pray regularly.  If you don’t already, keep a note of how you pray for them, any answers to prayer and if what you pray for them changes over time.












